
Dorstone Settlement 
Timeline Project 

 
an introduction 



It all starts here! 

 



Kitchen and 

lavatories essential 

 
Only suitable place 

- base of the tower 

St Faith’s needs 21st c. facilities 



The bells had to be repaired  
& rehung first 

 



c. 1350 

Cast   
on site 

1639   
 

John 

Finch of 

Hereford 

1650 1654 



March 2019 - now there are six 



We knew about this already 

 



2013 
Dorstone bursts on to the  

International Archaeology scene! 
 
Early Neolithic halls are already extremely 
rare, but to find them within a long barrow is 
the discovery of a lifetime. 
 
This very rare find was of huge significance to 
the understanding of prehistoric life. 

 
 



Dorstone Hill Excavations 
‘Halls of the Dead’ July 2013 



 



How the Halls of the Dead may have 
looked before burning 



How could these exciting discoveries made 
by Manchester University Archaeology 

Department & Associates be shared with 
the community when nothing remains 

above ground? 
 

October 2013  
Official Dorstone History Society founded 

 
 

Problem: 



Plans are discussed for west end  
new meeting room with gallery above 

 



Looking back to 1826 – we see a balcony 
removed in Victorian rebuild in 1890 

 



So this seems to be the best place  
to have our local History Gallery 

 

The information you discover will be stored 
electronically and available on interactive screens 

 



How will this help with funding  
the internal refurbishment? 

Heritage Lottery Fund requires: 

 

• Heritage left in better condition 

 

• Activities engaging new audiences  

 

• Supporting people to learn about our heritage  

 



Evidence of 6000 years of habitation 
in this area 

Dorstone Settlement Timeline Project 
 

• Dorstone BC - Prof. Julian Thomas & Manchester 
University Archaeology Dept. have agreed to 
share digitised records. 
 

• Medieval Dorstone - church, castle and village 
centre (research to be organised by Tim Hoverd) 
 

• Recording Dorstone Dwellings - to be led by Rob 
Morgan on behalf of Dorstone Hist. Soc. 

 



The Golden Valley in the Ice Age 

 



 



 
   
 Medieval Dorstone - over to Tim 





30 records of 

prehistoric 

activity, over 

half of which 

are finds 

spots for flints. 



A further 6 are 

unconfirmed 

as prehistoric 

sites….. 

 

 

 

 

 

….Including 

Cross lodge 















Structure From Motion 

 

Geophysical Survey 

 

Targeted excavation 

The Castle 



The Village 

 

 

Metre square test pits in 

order to retrieve pottery 

which will help us 

“map” the medieval 

core and how the 

village has moved over 

time. 



Recording Dorstone Dwellings 





EVIDENCE is the key 

We hope to put every dwelling  

onto the Settlement Timeline 



Where might this evidence be found? 

For example: 
Manuscripts in Archives 
Deeds & Wills 
Listed Buildings  (Historic England) 
Church Registers - Baptisms, Marriages & Deaths 
Tithe map 1840 
Census records 1841 onwards 
Estate Records (Moccas Estate Papers) 
Sales particulars 
Newspaper Archives 
Books & Directories (e.g. Kelly’s & Littlebury’s) 
Postcards & Photographs 



 

National Archives C131/2/8 
Inquisition & Return 16th December 1324 

Debtor: John de Solers of Putley Creditor: Richard de Pembridge of Clehonger 

Endorsement: Roger de Chaundos, Sheriff (Snodhill Castle) 

has valued the property of John de Solers at Dorstone on 16/12/1324 

20 Acres of Oats worth 20d an acre 1qr of Vetch worth 16d 

Hay and Forage worth 2s 80 Acres sown with Wheat the crop worth 18d an acre 

 

A Messuage (Dwelling House with Outbuildings and land assigned to its use) with a Garden 
and Dove-cot worth 10s a year 

360 Acres of arable worth 3d an acre a year 

3 Acres of Meadow worth 5s a year 

Common pasture on the mountain worth 1s a year  

Woods called The Park worth 4s a year for timber and pasture 

Barns worth 1s a year A water mill worth 40s a year 

Assize-rents worth £12 a year of which 100s is paid to the Sheriff  

Profits of the Manor Court 2s a year Half of income is to be paid to the creditor 
     

 



Books! 
‘A History of the Castles of Herefordshire and their Lords’ 

 by Rev. Charles J. Robinson 1869 
During the 13th  and 14th  centuries Dorstone Castle was the residence of the de Solers  

(de Solariis) family. 

 Silas Taylor, 17th c Parliamentarian Officer and Antiquarian found extracts from the 14th c  
Register of Bishop Trillec and relates the following story:  

 

• In 1346 William Solers lord of Dorston and John Eggesworth chaplain to the 
Chantry, which the ancestors of the said Will Solers founded, fell out about 
some of the profits belonging to the foundation and it grew so high that by 
force William seized the lands and kept the profits soe that there was high 
doings, which coming to ye Bishop's eares at that time, he gives an order and 
in it enjoynes the Deacon (Dean) of Webbeley to seize on the profits and 
sequester them to his use and soe they two snarling at one another, the Bishop 
went away with the  



Dated 25th April 1350  

Lower Crossway Farm  
bought by Jesus College, 
Oxford in 1618 for £374  

(sold 1948) 

This document records the land 
transaction:  
Robert, son of Roger Vaghan of 
'Dorston', has leased to his brother 
Peter: who is a chaplain, all the 
property which he owns in Dorston 
(and which he inherited from his father) 
for the term of his life, in return for an 
annual rent of £10 a year payable in 
two instalments,  
at Michaelmas (29 September) and 
Lady Day (25 March). 

Magazine Article 



Wills  -  1387 Aug 10 - Sir Richard Burley Knt,  
proved at Newland Castle before the Vicar General 

 
to be buried on the aforementioned castle and manor, as soon as they know 
 I am commended by God, linked in exchange to Beatrice, my dear beloved  
companion until the end of her life and to my heirs by my body fathered, 

 
 I would like the aforementioned castle and manor  to be sold to the people  

 

 



 
 

Listed Buildings 
historicengland.org.uk (search ‘Dorstone’) 

53 listed monuments and buildings 

 
Bodcott  (also in Pevsner) 

 Farmhouse. Mid-C16, with mid-C17 and later additions. 
Rubble, timber- frame with some wattle-and-daub and 
some brick infill; stone slate roof. Floored hall with cross-
wings, hall aligned east/west; the east cross-wing of 4 
framed bays, and south porch, mid-C16, porch enters 
hall at junction with east cross-wing; rest of house mid-
C17 ….. 

 



Hunt for old photographs  



Stories passed on by word of mouth! 
Reputed to be built in late 12th c 

 

The Pandy Inn 



 ’Pandy’ is the Welsh word for 
 a fulling mill 

 Fulling, also known as tucking or walking, was a step 
in woollen clothmaking which involves the cleansing 
of cloth (particularly wool) - urine was needed!! 
Then it was beaten to make it thicker and felted.   



How does a Fulling Mill Work? 
(Polish Folk Art and Customs – Krakow) 



Court Report Hereford Times  
17 Feb 1858 

Whitney Petty Sessions 



Court Report Hereford Times 17 Feb 1858 

1861 Census shows: 

John Watkins The Plough (Chapel Lane) 

James Carver The Palace (Chapel Lane) 

Wm Andrews  The Beddw (Mynyddbrith Road) 
 

Three others charged with assaulting PC Andrew Scott 

Whitney Petty Sessions 



 

Sales Particulars 



 

Powell family 
1400 Acres 

Cornewall Estate 
1300 Acres 



(Pevsner) Probably C17, addition dated 1740,  
late C19 and C20 alterations 

School opened 1645 - closed 1966 



 



dorstonehistorysociety. 

wordpress.com/dorstone-

1890-1990/ 

Contact form to 
obtain download £4 



• It would seem that we are indebted for the benefit of this early 
education to the Rev. Meredith Maddy, a gentleman in Holy 
Orders with a living in London, but whose family origins were at 
the Cwm Farm in Dorstone which was owned by the family until 
the late 19th Century. He was part of a large family, many of them 
buried in Dorstone churchyard. 

 

• The Reverend Meredith Maddy died in 1643 and left provision in 
his will (dated August 1642) for the building of a school in 
Dorstone and the salary of a master. 

• "and whereas I have determined and resolved to erect a free 
school in the parish of Dorstone which I trust is in good 
forwardness already for the building thereof and to endow the sd. 
school with 20 1 p. ann. for the maintenance of the master there 
forever...." 

 



Meredith Maddy Charity 

 



 



 



 

Deeds 



The Hendy Wedding - 21st Aug 1906 



Postcards - Early 1900s 

 



Early 1930s 

 



Belle Vue 1936 

 



All three occupied by December 2018 



Close Penne the Twynn 
Probate Will  of Thomas Edwards, of Dorston, Yeoman, 1674 
 

 All the issues, rents and profits of tenement and lands in Dorston, i.e. 
an acre of meadow with a cottage erected thereon and garden 
adjoining lying between the lands of William Myles and the millbrook, 
a close lying between two ways called Close Penne the Twynn, and a 
meadow 1 acre between a meadow of John Partridge and a meadow 
of John Beaven – towards his funeral expenses, for two whole years, 
reserving out of the sum, 6/8d. p.a., that being a rent charged by the 
bequest of Margery Eustance, spinster, towards the relief of the poor, 
when the two years are past, and reserving the rent charge, he gives 
the premises to Thomas Reignald of the said parish, bachelor, and 
Margaret Reignald of the same, spinster for their lives and then to the 
poor of the parish of Dorston. 
 Thomas Reignald executor. Rent: 20 July 1674. Proved: 14 August 1674.      

HARC Reference F94/11/167  
 



New shop site 
1997 



Village  
Shop & PO 

opened 1998 

DFR  
Opened when PO 

finally closed 
2008 



Locations of the Post Office 

Chair Store – (Girls’ Porch) 



Locations of the Post Office 

Glisshire  (Lower Shop) 

With Top Shop 

To Elizabeth’s House 



Court House 2018 



Court House 

Listed Building Records 
Circa C18 or C19 remodelling of a circa late C17 house. 
Extended in C20. Dressed stone front, stone rubble at rear. 
Slate roof with gable ends and stone modillion eaves.  
Stone gable end stacks with modillion cornices. 



Deeds 

 



 



Barn (now Cella) 

 



 

Farmhouse. 1850. Ashlar, slate roof, gable-end stacks. Two storeys, 3 windows, 
glazing bar sashes with flat lintels, square labels; central entrance on ground floor 
flanked by 2 similar windows, cast iron porch with flat roof, overlight above with 
square label, 6-panelled door.  Date over central first floor window: "JAC/ 1850".  

The Llan (The Land) 



Newspaper Article 21st May 1836 

 



Valuable resource - The Tithe Map 1840 



Tithe Map 

 



 



Apportionment 

Plan No Land Owner Occupier Name Cultivation No. Ref No.
27 Mr James Maddy In Hand Meadow below House Meadow 20 630

28 Mr James Maddy In Hand Kitchen Field Pasture 20 627

29 Mr James Maddy In Hand The Land Homestead 20 632

30 Mr James Maddy In Hand The Land Homestead 20 633

31 Mr James Maddy In Hand The Land Homestead 20 634

32 Mr James Maddy In Hand Nursery Pasture Orchard 20 635

33 Mr James Maddy In Hand Hop Yard Meadow Meadow 20 636

34 Mr James Maddy In Hand Lower Meadow Meadow 20 637

35 Mr James Maddy In Hand Fan yr glas Arable 20 638



1887 first Ordnance Survey (OS) Map 



1887 



1904 

 



1791 The Bell Farm  
(rented from Moccas Court) 

Lease 
 Sir George Cornewall of Moccas Court, Bart. 

 Walter Williams of Dorstone, Yeoman. 

 Messuage and Farm called The Bell Farm in 
Dorstone and also pasture ground late in the 
possession of the Rev David Lewis and formerly of 

Maddy in Dorstone. 

 For:  21 Years. 

 Rent:  105 pounds.   

 Date:  31 January 1791. 
  J56/111/84.  HARC. 



Bell Farm House 

 



Bell Yard 2000 

 



Dore View 2010 - - the houses may be 
modern, but the land has a history 

 



OS 1904 

 



Dorstone Finance Act Map 1910 
aka Lloyd George Domesday Survey 

 



Dorstone Finance Act Register 1910 

 



Great House 
Farm 1965 

The Fold 

Coach House 

Ty Perllan Orchard Place 



Choose one house – where to start? 



 



Discoveries and Sources 
1700 

1931 Historical Monuments Inventory - ‘Monuments- (7-17) 
17th Century 
2 storeys, walls rubble, roofs covered in with stone slates or 
modern material. Some buildings have exposed ceiling beams 
and old chimney stacks. 
(7) Cottage – 2 tenements 120 yards SSW of the church, partly 
of timber framing with plaster filling 
[8 – Millbrook, 9-Schoolhouse, 10 –Dorstone Mill, 11- Little 
Lanafon Farm, 12- Cross Lodge Farm, 13- Bodcott Farm, 14-
Pen-y-moor house, 15- Whitehouse Farm, 16- Newhouse 
Farm, 17-Brynspard Farm] 

1775 
Cottage appears on Map of Dorstone - Moccas Estate Papers 

1819 
Appears on an Enclosure Map Bredwardine (Q/R1/6) 

 



Discoveries and Sources 
Cottage Rents (Moccas Estate) 

1831 
Leathermill – John Powell £3 

1837 - 1840 
The Leathermill – Widow Powell £3/10s 
?Let from 1839 – Powell + Alex Vaughen 

1841 
‘Cottage and garden’ (668)  
Occupier: Martha Powell, Alexander Vaughen. 
Landowner: Sir Velters Cornewall  
(Tithe apportionment 1841) 
Leather mill -M. Powell £2/5s 
Part Leathermill – Alex Vaughen £2/5s 

 



1901 Census 

 



1901 Census 

 



Using Church Registers 
Marriage 

 
 
 
 

Marriage 
 
1894 – March 27th  
Heber PEMBER m.  Catherine Williams 



Baptisms 
 
 

1894 Oct 21st Emma Mary 

 
 

1896 Nov 8th John Edwin 

 

1898 May 29th Edith Catherine 

1900 April 9th Thomas George 

1902 Feb 2nd William Heber 



Burial 

1898 Dec 10th 
John (aged 2)  
Edith (aged 8 mths.) 

Burial 1910 Jan 30th  Catherine Williams aged 87 

 (mother of Catherine Pember) 



To put together all this evidence 

 



You can look online to study the 
documents index 

• Hereford Archive and Record Centre (HARC)  

• Ordnance Survey Maps 1886 and 1903 

•  Search the Index of The National Archives 

 & many other Archives across the UK 

• The National Library of Wales 

• Dorstone History Society Photo Collections 



How will we help you? 

• Special Website will be created 
 Access to the website will be restricted to those who wish to be 

involved in the project. 

• 1840 Tithe Map and Apportionment 

• 1841 to 1911 Census Records for Dorstone 

• 1910 Lloyd George Domesday Valuation 
 (which will cover all dwellings since 1841 and many from before) 

• Other Documents will be added later 



Dorstone History Society Talks 

4 March 2020 
‘What Your House Can Tell You’ 
Talk by Duncan James 

 
4 November 2020 

‘Our Houses’ 
What we have discovered so far 

 



Please Sign up  
(Boards also in DFR & Pandy) 

 To help Tim with his Medieval research & 
excavations 

 To research your own property 

 Share information if you have already 
researched your property 

 Willing to help others with their research 

 Will read and transcribe documents 

 Tell us your training needs 



Thank you for coming 

If you have any questions 
now is the time! 


